Smart Phone Etiquette
An ACT Essay Simulacrum from Nth Degree Tutoring
Within the lifetimes of most people living today, smart phones have transformed the very nature
of social interaction. Today, we conduct a large fraction of our correspondence by text message
and social networking. This silent mode of conversation enables multiple simultaneous threads
of dialogue, with people near and far. What is the appropriate use of cell phones during face-toface conversation? A generation gap causes misunderstandings and frustration. Do young
people text more because they grew up with the technology, or because they haven’t learned
good manners? We are in need of standards of etiquette.
Read and carefully consider these perspectives. Each suggests a particular way of thinking
about the appropriate use of smart phones during in-person conversation.
Perspective One
It is rude and childish to use a
smart phone while talking to
someone in person. It consumes
time and distracts from the
conversation. It also makes
present company feel ignored
and slighted.

Perspective Two
We should not exclude smart
phones from live conversation as
a matter of principle. Sometimes
they can enhance conversation.
That being said, most textmessaging and internet surfing is
frivolous and can easily be
moderated.

Perspective Three
It is old-fashioned to expect
people to put their smart phones
away. Today’s lifestyle requires
constant contact with outside
people and information. Those
who can’t multi-task will just fall
behind.

Essay Task
Write a unified, coherent essay in which you evaluate multiple perspectives on the proper use of
smart phones during in-person conversation. In your essay, be sure to:




Analyze and evaluate the perspectives given
State and develop your own perspective on the issue
Explain the relationship between your perspective and those given

Your perspective may be in full agreement with any of the others, in partial agreement, or
wholly different. Whatever the case, support your ideas with logical reasoning and detailed,
persuasive examples.
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